Operative complications of the transconjunctival inferior fornix approach.
The transconjunctival inferior fornix incision provides access to the floor, rim, lateral, and inferior medial walls of the orbit. Complications of this surgical approach to the orbit are known to be rare but heretofore have not been clearly defined. Over an 8-year period, in an estimated 1200 cases, the authors have encountered cicatricial entropion, lower eyelid retraction, canthal dehiscence, lower eyelid avulsion, canalicular laceration, buttonhole laceration of the lower eyelid, conjunctival chemosis, and lacrimal sac laceration. Attention to anatomic landmarks and sound surgical execution will prevent these complications in most patients.